INTRODUCTION
T he prevalence of skin infection varies from country to country. The pattern of skin disease is a consequence of poverty, malnutrition, overcrowding, poor hygiene, illiteracy and social backwardness in many parts of India. Skin infections in pediatric age group vary from country to country and within the same country, from one state to another, due to various climate, culture and socioeconomic factors and in the dermatological practice 30% of the patients were of pediatric age group.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Hundred children aged below 18 years, attending outpatient Department of Dermatology were included in this study. The diagnosis was made, based on detailed clinical history, general, systemic and cutaneous examination. Relevant investigations In the study of Karthikeyan et al., the most common dermatoses encountered were infection and infestation, which were seen in 54.5% of the study population. [2] In the present study, the most common infection encountered was fungal infection, which constitutes 57 cases, followed by viral infection 23 cases and bacterial infection 20 cases. Sayal et al., reported fungal infection was more common and it will correlates with the present study. [3] In the present study, out of 57 cases of fungal infection, tinea versicolour constitutes 35 cases followed by tinea curies eight cases, tinea corporis seven cases, tinea capitis and candidiasis three each and tinea pedis one.
Tinea vercicolor was the common in the present study and may be because of humidity and temperature causing sweating in the coastal area.
Giam states that molluscum contagiosum was the most common viral infection followed by wart. [4] Nanda et al., however in their study they recoded high prevalence of warts compared to mollscum contagiosum. [5] In the present study, viral infection constitutes 23 cases out of which warts was the commonest with ten cases, followed by molluscum contagiosum eight cases, which correlates with Nanda et al. study.
In one study conducted in rural Pakistan, pyoderma was the common disorder in children. [6] Negi et al., found infection and infestation constitutes 50% of the cases in Gharwal region of Uttar Pradesh and other authors [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] have reported occurrence of pyoderm in the range of 35.6-85.2%.
In the present study, impetigo was the most common bacterial infection with 14 cases, followed by nail fold infection (3), cellulitis (2) and folliculitis (1) .
